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THE BIRDS OF BANGKOK, 

By W. J« F. WilIjTamsoNj f*z.s , M.ii.o.m 
('Continued from VoL IT, No. o\ p. £14)* 

With the Part publisher] in the previous number of the Journal, 
the Passerine birds, comprising about 40 per cent* of the total number 
to be described in this Paper, were completed. For the remaining 
Orders the same general plan will be followed, as hitherto, except 
that trinomial designations will be used in all cases where it appears 
that the birds may properly be assigned subspeciiic rank. The plan of 
putting an asterisk (*) before the names of birds which were not 
mentioned in the Preliminary List published in 1914 (VoL b pp* 41 to 
48 of this Journal ), will also be discontinued. This arrangement is no 
longer convenient, in view of the length of time which has elapsed 
since the List was prepared, and the considerable additions made to it* 
Further, as a synonymy is now being given, the references to the 
Fauna of British India—Birds, will be quoted therein, instead of 
being noted by means of numbers in brackets after the serial numbers 
in tips Paper. 

ORDER -PICI. 

F a m i 1 y PR f lD/E —Woor] peckers . 

Siamese (general name), unHQUTiu— Nok Ima-klnvan, 
68. Geciuus vittatus eisenlioferi (GykL). The Siamese 
Scaly-bellied Green Woodpecker ■ 

Gee inns v it tat us (part.), Robinson and Kloss, Ibis. 1911, p. 45 ; Robin¬ 
son, Ibis, 1915, p, 738. 

Ptcm vittatus eisenhoftri, Gyldenstolpe 1910, p. 88. 

Gee in us vittatus cisenhoferi, Robinson, Jonrn. F. M. 8. Mns., vii 
(1917), p. 164* 

Description , Length about 305 mm. (1L! in. ), Toes 4. Crown 
and occipital crest crimson in male, black in female ; back, scapulars, 
wing-coverts and upper tail-coverts, olive-green ; rump yellowish green ; 
a greyish white superciliary streak, bordered with black above, con¬ 
tinuing to behind the eye—‘the black bordering extending forward to 
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the base of the forehead ; lores, cheeks and ear-coverts greyish to 
brownish white; malar baud black, streaked with white ; primaries 
dark brown with whitish spots on both webs; secondaries and tertianes 
dark brown on inner webs, olive-green on enter webs—both these sets 
of wing-feathers having white spots on inner webs, and the secondaries 
usually with traces of the same on outer webs also ; tail-feathers some¬ 
times brown but usually brownish black, imperfectly barred on the 
basal half with light brown. Chin, throat and upper breast mustard- 
yellow, usually paler on the first two parts; lower breast, abdomen 
and Banks dull greenish or yellowish white, each feather margined with 
dark green, giving a striped appearance; lower tail-coverts similar, but 
darker. 

Iris dull red. Upper mandible and tip of lower dark brown 
to blackish, remainder of lower mandible greenish yellow, begs 
dusky green. Claws hone col our. 

Distribution t This is the bird which I have wrongly recorded 
[Journ. N. E\ H. Siam, i, p, 197 (1915)] as Geeinns riridanvs. The 
present subspecies is based on a feiude obtained by Gyldenstolpe at 
Pa King, in Northern Siam, and differs from the true G. vittatus , 
which occurs in Java, Sumatra and Malaya, chiefly by its larger size. 
Robinson records two specimens obtained by Kloss in South-eastern 
Siam, in which part of the country I have likewise procured it. 
My collection also includes specimens from Pak Jong and Huak-lek in 
Eastern Siam, from Bangkok and Ayuthia in the Central division of 
the country, and from Hna Min and Nong Kae in South-western Siam. 
It thus appears to he a widely distributed bird. In my specimens the 
wing ranges from 132-148 mm. in length. According to Robinson 
(op. cit.j 1915) the present form of tins Woodpecker is quite cut 
off from the true G . vittatus, as the species mhabitating the Siamese 
portion of the Malay Peninsula, from about Trang or Randon north¬ 
wards, is the allied but perfectly distinct G* viridanus . If this is so, 
G . riUafus eisen hqfe ri is probab 1 y approachmg the southern limit of it s 
range at Nong Kae. 

My one Bangkok specimen was shot at Wat Thong Insri, on 
the bank of the Chao Phya river, about 3 miles due south of Sathorn 
Road, on 20th January 1914. 
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riahits, &c. This Woodpecker, as well as Mivroplemm hmehyunts 
hurmanicus ami Tu\a javancnsis intermedia (vide pp. 322 and 323 ) } 
are, I believe, only to be found, and that sparingly, in the better- 
wooded parts of the environs of Bangkok, such as in the extensive 
areas under fruit-garden cultivation, in large Temple grounds (where 
shooting cannot be indulged in), and in certain narrow belts of trees on 
the banks of the main river and some of the canals, 

GO* Dendrocopus pectoralis (Blyth.) The Spotted-hreacted 
Pied Woodpecker. 

Dendroccpnz pectoral!?, Blanford, Fiimi* Brit, Imlia, Birds, iii (1395), 
p. 41 ; Williamson, Jmirn. X. H, S. Siam, i, p. 45 (1914), 

Description. Length 178 mm. (7 in.). Toes 4. Forehead brown¬ 
ish white. Crown, in male more or less crimson, in female black; sides 
efface and neck white; ear-coverts white to brownish ; a black malar 
band on each side from the base of the lower mandible to t he side of the 
neck; nape and hind neck black, all the rest of the upper plumage 
barred with black and white; quills dark brown, with white spots on 
both webs; tail-feathers blackish, with elongate white to fulvous 
white spots on both webs, forming incomplete bars ; chin and throat 
white, breast and abdomen pale brownish, the former distinctly spotted 
with dark brown, the latter indistinctly, with pale brown : flanks 
barred brown and whitish ; vent and under tail -coverts spotted with 
brown and tinged with reddish pink. 

Iris dark brawn. Upper mandible blackish, base paler ; lower 
mmdfale slate colour, tip dusky. Mouth slate colour. Legs dark plum¬ 
beous, soles somewhat paler and with dull yellowish green tinge. Claws 
dark horn-col on r. 

Distribution* So far as this country is concerned, apparently 
only recorded up to the present from Bangkok, Central Siam. The 
general distribution of this species is peculiar. According to Blau ford, 
it occurs in Pegu, which is in about the same latitude as Northern 
Siam, and in certain other parts of Burma, but: not in Tenasserim. If 
is also found in Cochin-China* and in Java and Sumatra, but np- 
parenty not in British Malaya—vide Uobinson. Hand-list, Birds Malay 
Peninsula (1919), p, 11, note to No. 310. 


VOL II, DEC 


322 


MR. W. J, F< WILLIAMSON ON 


The bin! is evidently, therefore, of very local distribution, and 
it will be interesting to see if it is eventually found in any other part 
of Siam. 

Rahils } cCe, In Bangkok this is a common bird, and freely 
enters the gardens round houses- Its presence may, usually, be at 
once detected, either by its note of chile, chib for, more occassionallv, a 
rapid chr-chr-chr), or by the very quick tapping noise which it makes 
with its bill, as it seeks to dislodge insects from their places of conceal¬ 
ment under loose bark, or in the dead wood of trees, &c. I have also 
occasionally seen it clinging to one of the wooden posts carrying the 
electric light wires on the sides of the roads in my neighbourhood, 
tapping away vigorously—the insects for which it was in search being 
presumably concealed in the longitudinal cracks in the posls. 

On two occasions 1 have had eggs brought to me, which I believe 
to be of this bird, in January and May, respectively* It must, of course, 
breed here regularly* 

70, Micropternus brachyurus burmanicus Hume. The 
Phgu Rufous Woodpecker . 

Mkmptevmix burjfj&rticm* Hume, Free- Asiat, Sac. Bengal, 1872, p. 71. 

Mkropttnmx hrachguvus (part.), Blanford, Fanm Brit. India, Birds, 
iii (1805), p. 57. 

J .fiaoptwans phacocep^ y Williamson, Journ, N. H. S, Siam, i, p. 108, 

Miaoptirnud phftimep& Gyclenstolpc 1913. p. 18 : id, IDIfi, 

p. 94. 

Description. Length about 235 ‘mm, ( 9{ in. ). Toes 4, first 
very short. Male, The whole plumage dull rufous (occasionally light 
chestnut): top of the head and occiput tinged with dusky brown, the 
feathers slightly paler at the edges—those of the chin and throat 
with much more distinct pale edges ; feathers beneath the eye and for 
a short distance backwards and forwards tipped with crimson ; back, 
rump, upper tail-coverts, wings and tail with black transverse bars, 
which, however, are sometimes wanting on the back. Lower surface rather 
duller in colour than the back, and without black bars except on the 
flanks, thighs and under tail-coverts. Female. No crimson below the 
eyes. Immature birds. Crescentic dark brown marks on the lower 
surface, which become paler and tend to disappear as the birds arrive 
at maturity. 
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Iris brown. Hill very dark brown, plumbeous at base of lower 
mandible. Mouth dusky flesh. Legs greyish brown. Claws horny. 

Distribution, The race of the Rufous Woodpecker found hi 
■Siam—at all events from Bangkok northwards—appears to be the one 
which Hume described from Thayetmyo, Pegu. It is intermediate 
between the larger and paler northern form, M. b. jikaeoc&ps, and the 
darker and smaller southern race, M. Ik brachyurus , the distinguishing 
characteristics of which are given by Blanford {op. <ni- s p. 55) in his 
key to the three Indian '‘species” ut this genus then recognised. The 
author mentioned admits that they are '-merely geographical races, 
separated by very slight characters, and tending greatly to pass into 
each other/* Tins being the case, they must all, according to the law 
of priority, be described as subspecies of brachyurm, which is Vieillot’s 
name dating from 1818, whereas pkaioceps (of which the spelling was 
subsequently changed to pkueoeeps by Hume) was adopted by Blyth, 
only in 1845. I have birds from Northern, Eastern and Central Siam 
among which there are specimens, from each of those divisions, which 
might be assigned to either group, if B laniard's test he applied, 

As regards size, the wing-measurements of my birds vary from 
120 mm M in specimens from Bangkok and Samkok, Central Siam, to 
B31 mm. in one from Meh Lem, in the Northern division of the 
country. it may also be noted that, of a pair obtained with one shut 
at Ayuthia, the wing of the male is 120 mm., while that of Ihe 
female is 130 mm. The longest wing-measurement given by Gylden- 
stolpe is 127 mm. 

My one Bangkok specimen (a male) was obtained near Klotig 
Toi on 14t.li fJ une 1915. 


71p Tiga javaneusis intermedia Blyth. The Golden- 
hacked Three-toed ) Voodpedkcr ■ 


Tigu jarttntn$i$ (part-), Blau Ford, Faint. Bril. India, Birds, hi{]805), 
p. 61: OgtlYie-U rant, Fasc. Mai. Zook, ill (1005), p, 99: llubiusou 
and Kloss, Ibis, BHl, p. 47; GyWcnstolpe 1213, p. 40; Williamson 
-Jourii* X- H. S. Siam, i, p. 108. 

Tig# jrtvanento* intermedia* Gyltlenslolpe 1016, p- 95. 
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Length about 200 mm. (1L I in,)* Toes a* Crown 
and occipital crest red in the male, black, with elongate sub-terminal 
spots on each feather, in the female ; sides of head and neck white, 
except a broad black baud from the eye to the nape, and another, some¬ 
times mixed with white, from the malar region to the shoulder; hind 
neck and top of back black ; back, scapulars and wing-coverts golden 
olive, often with orange ur scarlet edges to the feathers ; rump and 
lower back crimson; upper-tail-coverts brown to blackish; outer webs of 
secondary quills gulden olive, duller than back, rest of quills dark brown 
with white spots on inner webs—the tips of the primaries pale brown to 
whitish ; tail black. Lower parts huffy white, sometimes with rufous 
tinge on chin and breast ; a broken black stripe down the middle of the 
chin and throat, getting broader below ; feathers of breast and abdo¬ 
men with broad black edges, so as to produce a scale-like pattern ; 
flanks and lower tail-coverts barred black. 

Iris dark brown- Upper inaudible and terminal half of lower, 
dull black : remainder of lower mandible bluish slate. Mouth bluish 
slate. Legs dusky green. Claws horn-colour. 

Distribution. The long-winged race of this Woodpecker lias 
been reporled from Northern and Central Siam, and from Kok Luk in 
South-western Siam, In addition, I have obtained it at Muak-lek 
and Lui Bua Ivhao, in the Eastern division of the country, and at 
Sriracha, in South-eastern. A female (with a wing of J83 nun.) which 
my collector procured at Baugnara, Pafeani, in the extreme south of the 
Siamese portion of the Peninsula, is, however, referable to the short* 
winged sou them form, 2\ j. jatmiensis* 

My single Bangkok specimen ( ? ) was shot at Wat Thong 
Insri, on the left- bank of the river about 3 mites south of Sailioni 
Road, on 6th February 1915. 

72. lynx torquilla Linn. The Wryneck. 

lynx torquilla, lMunford, Faun. Brit. India, birds, hi (1895), p- 73 ; 

L vhlenslolpe, Jotmi. N. H. S. Siam, i. p. 230(1915). 

DoMcrijiiion. Length 101 mm, (7,5 in,). Above brownish grey, 
finely speckled and mottled; a dark brown patch, unevenly coloured, 
from the nape to the middle of the back, another across the coverts 
of each wing, a few longitudinal dark streaks on the lower back, and 
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some imperfect ocelli on the wing-coverts ; (pulls brown with rufous 
spots on the outer, and paler ones on the Inner webs ; tail with narrow 
wavy black cross bands ; sides of head, throat, foreneck and upper 
breast pale rufous, with dark narrow cross-bands ; a dark patch on the 
ear-coverts; lower breast and abdomen whitish, with arrow-head shaped 
dark marks. 

Iris hazel.. Bill brown. Legs and feet greenish brown (Oates), 

Distribution. The only specimen so far recorded from Siam 
is that listed by GyUlenstulpe as having been obtained by Mr. 
Emil Bisenhofer in Northern Siam, I subsequently procured one 
( d ) in Bangkok, on 2Mil April 1916, sitting on a small tree near 
the railway crossing over Kloug Tub Unfortunately I omitted to 
note the colours of the sofa parts, the particulars of which, as 
given above, are as recorded by Stanford. The bird is said by Blanford 
to be a winter visitor to the plains of India and Burma, but is evidently 
a rare one to Siam* It is not reported from French Indo-China by 
Oustalet, nor does it appear in Robin sou’s Hand-list of the Birds Of 
the Malay Ben insula (1910), 

O/M-ZYGODACTYLl 

Family CAPrmmBJS— Barbets. 

73, Xantholaema haematocephala (P. L* S. MitlJ.) 

The Grhnmn-hreasied Barbel , 

Siamese, UT1F1M4—Nok ti-t’hoqg. 

Xftutkolff^fna haematoMpliuhiy Blau ford, Faun. Brit, Jndni, Birds, hi 
(1895), p, 118 : Ogilivie-GnuU, Ease, Malay. Znol., hi (1905), p, 
101 ; Robinson and Kloss, Ibis, 191 L p. 44; Gairclner. Journ* N, 
JL S. Siam, i, p. 349 (1915) : Ih.ibigloiu Jmirn. F. SI. S, Sins., v, 
p* 95 (1915): Gvldenstnlpei 1919, p, 101 : Robinson, Joum- F. M. 
8. M us. } vii, p, 105 ( 1917 )* 

Description, Length up to 171 mm, (0,75 in.). Lores black ; 
forehead and sinciput crimson ; a black band across the vertex extending 
down each side of the head behind the eye to the malar region * occi¬ 
put and sides of neck greyish green : remainder of upper parts yellow¬ 
ish green : quills blackish, the primaries ( except the first two ) 
narrowly, the remaining wing-feathers more broadly, edged on the outer 
webs with green, and all the quills with paler edges on the inner 
webs ©specially towards their bases ; a broad supemlhnn and a still 
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broader streak below the eye* with the chin and throat, sulphur-yellow ; 
breast, abdomen and under tail-coverts yellowish white, streaked longi¬ 
tudinally with dark green, especially on the flanks; tail faintly washed 
below with pale verditer-blue* 

The young is duller, and lacks the crimson and black on the 
foreneck* 

Iris dark brown. Bill blackish, except base of lower mandible 
which is slate-colour. Mouth slate-colour. Bare orbital skin dull 
crimson. Legs pinkish coral-red to lake-red. Claws blackish in adults* 

J) id filiation* A very widely distributed bird, and common near¬ 
ly everywhere. The authors quoted in the synonymy record this 
species from all parts of the country except the Central, Eastern and 
.South-eastern divisions, in all three of which, however, I have personally 
obtained it, 

UainfS) tfoa. in Bangkok this is one ol the best-known and 
must familiar birds, under its trivial name of Coppersmith, which it 
derives from the supposed resemblance of its monotonous note, tml\ 
leaky took, to the tap of a hammer on metal. This note it repeats times 
without number from its perch on the upper branches of some leafy 
tree, and at each note it nods its head. The Siamese name, it is of 
interest to remark, means “ Gold-beater bird/' while the Malays call 
it Titlcang besi , or the “Blacksmith” bird. 

This Barbel, in common with most other Eastern species of the 
family, is mainly a fruit-eater, but is said occasionally to take insects. 
Any large trees which bear an abundance of small-sifted fruits, such 
as Mats eltisHm, the common Rubber tree of Bangkok, and F. relvjiom, 
the Toa of the Siamese, are a great attraction to these birds at 
certain seasons, 

AN ISOD ACT YLI* 

Family CO RAC LI Mi'—Rollers. 

7 1. Coracias affiuis McClell. 'The Burmese Holler. 

Siamese, unPISTiU — X°i< ta-khah. 

<'orttrias ajjinin, Blanfonl, Faun- Brit. India, Birds, jit (ISS)5>, |>. 105: 
Ogilvir-tinint, Fast*. Malay. Zooh, hi (11)05), p. lOVh GyhletisPilpe 
1013, p. 51 1 Gairdner, douni. X. 11. Skiiii, i, p. 150 (1015); Gyk 
dcnstnlpu 1 i>Ifi, p. 117. 

/ hvrriptiov . Lengt h about 330 mm. (13 in.). IIead abuve 
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greenish blurt to bluish green, passing into bright pale verriil er-bkie on 
the broad and long supercilia ; back, scapulars and tertianes dull 
brownish green to greenish brown : smaller and median coverts dark blue, 
greater secondary coverts greenish blue, greater primary coverts pair 
blue ; quills deep blue, with a bar of pale blue across the terminal half 
of the primaries ; rump deep him ; upper tail-coverts' bright pale blue; 
middle tail-feathers dusky bluish green, the others deep blue at the base 
and light blue cn the terminal portion, with the ends tipped darker ; 
sides of head, chin and throat purplish blue, the throat-feathers with 
shining blue shaft-stripes ; breast and abdomen vinacepus brown ( in 
some specimens with slight purplish gloss) passing on lower abdomen 
into dusky and then light blue on vent and under tail-coverts ; wing- 
lining dark purplish blue. 

Iris brown. Bill blackish. Mouth pale lemon-yellow. Edges 
of eyelids and bare facial skin brownish or greenish yellow to dull 
yellowish orange. Legs yellowish brown to brownish yellow* Claws 
blackish. 

Distribution. The authorities quoted in the synonymy record 
this bird from the Northern, Western and Peninsular divisions of the 
country, while T have also obtained it at Bangkok, Central Siam, and at 
Nong Khor, near Sriracha, in the South-Eastern division. As it 1ms 
been reported from indo-Ohina by Gustalet, it is almost certain to be 
found, as well, in Eastern Siam, so it may be said to be widely distri¬ 
buted throughout the country. 

in this connection it is of interest to note that, though this bird 
occurs as far down t lie Malay Pen insula as Patam (the southernmost 
Province of Siam), it has not yet been observed in British Malaya, 

Habits, tbc. In Bangkok the Burmese Holler (frequently called 
the Blue Jay by Europeans} is a common resident species. It is a 
solitary bird, except during the breeding season (which is in the hot 
weather) and is usually to be seen seated motionless on some exposed 
position, such as the uppermost branch of a tree, an electric Ijght 
Cable on the roadside, or a post in a garden; but also, not infrequently, 
on a bund in a padi-field or on a heap of earth or stones. Its light is, 
ordinarily, a slow and steady flapping, not unlike that of the Crow, but, 
in common with its Indian congener (0. foflkd), it has, dg remarked by 
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-]erclon, quoted by Blanford (op. cii*, p, 104), the habit of occasionally 
m iking su l len darts in the air in all directions ” at a rapid pace, I 
have only observed these darting flights during the breeding season, 
so they are- probably made for the purposes of display, and the bird 
then shows that it possesses considerable wing-power, contrasting 
strikingly with its usual quiescent habits. 

The Roller is generally rather a silent bird. Its ordinary note 
(which is always heard move frequently in the breeding season) is a 
short and harsh cheh, cheh, which is uttered both when at rest and 
while on the wing. If also lias a louder screaming cry of tike-ek, 
eke-eJi, ehe-eh, always produced while on the wing and very often 
when performing the aerial evolutions referred to above. 

F'amily MJSROPMDM — Bee-eaters. 

Siamese (general name), 'unniifn—Nok khab-khs. 

7T>. Merops philippinus Linn. r J'he Blue-tailed Bee-eater . 

Mtt'vps pltUipphut*, Blrmford, Fann. Brit. Tallin, Birds, hi (1895), 
p. Ill; Ogilvie-Grant, Pasc. Malay. Zool., iii (1905), p. l€9 ; 
Hiihinsou aud Kluss, Ibis, 3911, p. 37 : ©jiiiflucr, Jonrn, 2ff. H. S. 
Siam* -i, p. 150 ( 1915 )^ Robinson. Jonrn. F. M..S. Mns., v, p. 
UG (1915), ami vii, p, 1 52 (1917). 

Mm>p$ xHptn-iliimt* phiiipphui*, Gykkmstolpc 1916, p. 110, 

Description. Length up lo 305 mm, (12 in.), of which the tail 
is 152 mm. (u in.). Lares and a streak past the eye to the ear- 
coverts black, bordered above by a narrow pale verditer-bltie snpercb 
Hum and below by a broader blue line. Upper parts to rump, including 
the wing-coverts, green with a rufous tinge, passing into the verditer- 
blue of the rump, upper tad-coverts and tail; tertiaries sometimes bluish, 
and sometimes green with bluish tips and edges; middle pair of tajl- 
feathers with long elongate black tips, and all the tail-feathers darkish . 
grey beneath ; wing-feathers (except the tertiaries) darker and more 
rufous green than the back, aud tipped with black ; chin yellowish ; 
throat Chestnut, passing into green on the breast, into greenish blue 
on the abdomen, and then into pale blue on the vent and under tail- 
coverts ; wing-lining light brownish rufous. 

Iris crimson. Bill black. Mouth flesh-colour. Legs dark pur- 
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plish brown, soles paler* Claws blackish. 

Distribution. So far recorded from Northern, Central, Western 
and Peninsular Siam, while 1 have also obtained it at Muak-lek in the 
Eastern part of the country, in April* and at Cape Liatif, in South¬ 
eastern Siam, in October* It is thus universally distributed. 

Habits t &c. I have records of this Bee-eater in Bangkok in all 
months ( of different years ) except May, when it also doubtless occurs. 
Nevertheless, the bird is a partial migrant, and presumably wanders 
about the country as food supplies wane or increase in particular 
localities. It is sometimes in Bangkok for weeks at a time and then 
disappears suddenly, to return again a few weeks later. The bird is, 
perhaps, less often seen in the hot weather, when it is probably away 
breeding* 

The Blue-tailed Bee-eater is a handsome and familiar bird, and 
may often be seen seated on an electric light wire, an exposed twig of 
a tree, or other point of vantage, whence it swoops after some passing 
insect, or makes a short flight in the air for amusement, returning, as 
a rule, to the same perch. Frequently, several of them are found 
together. Their general mode of (light consists of a few rapid beats 
of the wiugSj followed by a graceful sailing motion, with wings out¬ 
stretched, The note (always, I believe, uttered while on the wing) is 
a rather melodious rolling one, erni\ erui t erm, repeated several times. 

Fa rn i I y A L 0EDIXIDA X— Kingfisher*. 

d 

Siamese (general name), ‘unfiTSiP'lU —Nok kra-ten. 

70. Ceryle rudis leucomelanura Reichenb. The Eastern 
Tied Kingfisher, 

d « l - u ■ \t 

Siamese, ■unnrap'mun'HCin— Nok kra-ten pak Uik. 

Cxnjh' varia, hi an ford, Faun. Brit. India, Birds, hi (1R95), p. 119; 
Williamson, Jmirn. N. II. 8, Siam, L p, 45 (1914); (Jairdncr, 
Jonm, N. H. S* Siam, i, p. 150 ( 11115), 

Ceryte ruths leucomeUmura^ Gyldenstolpe 1913, p. 53 ; id* 1916, p. 114- 

ItescripUtm. Length about 270 mm. (11 in,). Grown, nape 
and small nuchal crest blacky sparingly streaked with white ; lores and 
a long supercilium white; a black eye-streak from the base of the bill 
to tdie ear-coverts, connected by a narrow black band with the black 
gorget ; an imperfect white collar: back, Bcapuffis and w ing-coverts 
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black, with white edgings to the feathers ; rump-feathers mixed black 
and white ; primaries white at base, black at terminal end—the white 
on the inner webs of the outer primaries being extended diagonally 
across the distal half; secondaries largely white, with irregular black 
markings, mainly on the outer webs ; all wing-feathers, except the first 
few primaries, with white tips; tail-feathers white on the basal half 
and on the tip, a broad black band occupying the greater part of the 
distal half Lower plumage, with cheeks and wing-lining, white, some 
small elongate black spots forming a malar patch ; a broad gorget 
across the breast (interrupted in the middle, in the female) and some 
black spots on the Hanks, sometimes nearly meeting across the abdo¬ 
men. The white on the throat, breast and abdomen is very pure and 
glossy* 

Iris brown. Bill black. Mouth flesh-colour. Legs and feet 
blackish. Claws black. 

Didrilndion. Recorded, tip to the present, only from Northern, 
Central and Western Siam. Gyldenstolpe remarks {op. til,, 1916) 
that south of the latitude of Bangkok ' it seems to be extremely rare, 
though it is found here and t here in suitable places.” I am not aware 
on what grounds the latter part ot this statement is based, as no such 
occurrences appear to have been reported. 

Habits , &c t l have obtained or observed this Kingfisher in 
Bangkok in all months ot the year except June, November and 
December, but it probably sometimes occurs in these months also. So 
far as Bangkok is concerned, it is, however, a partial migrant, and 
conies and goes irregularly; When present, the bird cannot fail to be 
observed, both on account of its conspicuous black and white plumage, 
its frequently uttered twittering cry, and its habits, which tend to 
made it a familiar bird. 

This is the only Kingfisher, occurring in Bangkok, which does 
not habitually watch for its prey from a fixed perch. Its ordinary 
method is to hover over the water, when it sees or suspects a fish, with 
its body horizontal, head bent down and beak vertical, and wings beating 
the air rapidly. From this position it plunges, head foremost, quite 
vertically—the first yard or two of its descent of 20 or 30 ft, being 
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aided by a strobe or two of the wings, to gain impetus, but before 
the water is reached the wings are closed. The momentum carries the 
bird right under the water, but it is out again in a second with (if 
success has been achieved) a small fish in its bill, held at right angles. 
Il then, while still flying, drops the fish in the air for a moment, only 
to re-seize it instantly, by the head, and swallow it. 1 have seen this 
done several times. If t he fish for which it is darting disappears after 
the bird commences plunging, it checks its downward course before 
reaching the water, and flies upward again. 

The Pied Kingfisher is, of course, often to he seen seated On 
trees, stumps or posts near the water, but I have never observed it 
plunge from tlies3* When uttering its twittering cry, while seated, 
it has the habit of flicking its tail up. 

77. Alc^do ispida bengaleusis Gm. The Eastern Common 
Kingfisher. 

Afcedo i$jfjffdtt (part.), Dlatiford, Faun. Brit. India, Birds, iii {18115', 
\u 122; Williamson, Journ. JS r . H. S. Siam, i, p. 4a (1914); 
Ogih’ie^rahi, base Malay. Zook, iii (1905), p. Ill, 

Air&h bent/ttlen#/.'t, Robinson and Kloss, Ibis. 1911, p. 82- 
A hw h i*jt id a ha mj< dr it w#, G y Id ens U >1 p u 1918, p . 54 i E obi n so u, 11 «i s 
1915, p. 730 : Gyldenstofpe 1916. p, 115: Robinson, Joann F. 
M. S. Mus., vii, p. 140 (1917). 

Description. Length up to lyl ( G.75 in. ). Crown and nape 
transversely banded black and blue ; lores and a band below the eye to 
the ear-coverts deep ferruginous, ending in a white (or slightly rufous 
white) patch at the side of the neck ; lower edge of the lores black, and 
sometimes a black spot at the base of the lower mandible, whence there 
is a broad blue stripe along the cheek ; middle of back, rump and upper 
tail-coverts bright bine; scapulars and wing-coverts greenish blue, 
each of the lesser and median coverts tipped with a bright blue spot; 
quills brown, edged outside with greenish blue; tail blue above, brown 
beneath. Chin and throat white, sometimes with a pale ferruginous 
wash ; remainder of lower parts deep ferruginous. The intensity and 
shade of the blue varies to some extent. 

Iris very dark brown. Bill blackish throughout in males; in 
females the Sower mandible is orange at the base and dusky at the 
tip. Mouth livid flesh to fleshy orange. Legs coral-red, sometimes 
dusky in front. Claws pale to dark horn. 
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Distribution. 80 far recorded from Northern, Central, South¬ 
eastern and Peninsular Siam, while Gairdner (Journ, N. H. S. Siam, 
i, p. 150) believes he lias seen it in the Western division of the country. 
The bird thus remains to be recorded only from Eastern Siam, but 
as Oustalet has reported it from Trench Judo-China, it may with 
certainty be regarded as a species distributed throughout the country in 
suitable localities. 

Habits, dx* Jn Bangkok t his little Kingfisher Is a winter visitor, 
and I have observed it from the end of August to the end of March, 
l e for a space of about 7 months. As it is resident in the country, 
it apparently moves away, after the hot season sets in, for breeding 
purposes. 

This Kingfisher is a small edition of the common European one, 
and has similar habits* As Far as my observation goes, it is usually a 
solitary bird, and may often be seen sitting quietly on some low twig 
over-hanging the water, or on a post or other near-by convenient 
coign of vantage, ready to plunge for an unsuspecting small fish. It 
is also said by Blanford occasionally to take tadpoles or water- 
insects. Its flight, as Blanford observes, is swift and straight, general¬ 
ly just above the surface of the water, and I have observed that, w hen 
so flying, it frequently utters its sharp, quick note of clti-ehi-chi-chi-chi * 
followed by chi, chi , chi, two or three times, more slowly, 

78. Ceyx tridactyla (Pall*). The Indian Three- Toed 
Kingfisher, 

(Vyv tmfacltfht. Bhinford* Faun. Tbit India, Birds, iii (1H95), p. 127 : - 
Ogilvie-Granfc, Ease, Malay. Zool. s ill (I90a),p, 111 : Robinson and 
K loss, Ibis, 1911, p. 8fi; Herbert, Journ. N* H. S. Siam, i, p. 
118 (Mill): Robinson, doom, l\ M. S- M us., vii, p, 14(5 (1917). 

Ceyx tridacti/IH#, Gvldenskdpe 1913, p. 54; id. Jounn N, 11. S.Siatu, 
i, p- 231 (1915), ' 

Description. Length up lo 1 JO mm, (5A in.). A spot at base of 
forehead, pointed behind, black washed with purple ; crown, nape, 
hind neck, lower back and upper tail-coverts orange-red with a ruddy 
violet gloss, especially over the eye and on the rump and upper tail- 
coverts ; a black spot before the eye ; lores, checks, ear-coverts and 
lower parts from the throat orange-yellow ; chin and throat whitish ; a 
deep blue spot behind the ear-coverts, bordered behind by white ; 
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scapulars and iiiter-seapuhuy region dark purplifh blue; wing-cuverts 
edged with deep blue ; quills dark brown, outer neb of fipt primary 
entirely, ami inner webs of all wing-feat hers partially, dull rufous ; 
edge of wing, smaller upper coverts and under wing-coverts rufous ; 
tail orange-red. 

Iris brown. Hill and feet bright verm i1 lion-red (Blaiiford). 
Distribution, Recorded, so far, from Peninsular, Northern and 
Central Siam, the first being the only division of tlie country in which 
the bird appears to be at all plentiful* Robinson and KLoss state 
that (J. iruladijla is ig widely distributed throughout the Peninsula in 
heavy jungle, usually near water,” and Robinson has informed me that 
it is common in Trail g, As regards the other parts of the country, the 
only records I can trace are the following : — 

One obtained by Mr, P. A. 1L Barron at Koh SUchang, Inner 
Gulf ol Siam, in 1 9 12 and preserved in spirit (Gyldenstolpe, op. cit *, 
TO 18). Mr, Barron informed me that this specimen dropped dead in 
his compound, while flying overhead. 

One caught alive by some boys in a garden near Bush Lane, 
Bangkok, on 7th April 191 I, and brought to Mr. 13, G. Herbert, who 
put it into his aviary. Here it lived for two months, feeding on small 
prawns, until it succumbed during a heavy thunderstorm (Herbert, 
loe. dt). 

One obtained by Mr. Hmil HUenollfer in Northern Siam (Gylden- 
stolpe, op* cii *, 1915 )* Mr, Eiaenhofer informed me that it was a 
solitary specimen, and was shut near Den Chru. 

One procured by H. R. TL the Prince of Uhumpon at Muang 
Non, near Bangkok, a year or two ago. ( 

Prom the above particulars it is evident that the bird is 
rare in what may be callerl Siam proper, and a further point to 
be noted is that in none of the four examples reported can it be said 
(hat the birds were found in 81 heavy jungle,” which Robinson and Kloss 
mention as their habitat in the Malay Peninsula. Koh Si-chang is 
certainly well-wooded in parts, but not heavily timbered, while the 
jungle round Den Ghat is deciduous and rather open. In the other two 
oases the specimens were obtained in garden land, on the alluvial plain 
of Central Siam. 
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7ii. Pelargopsis gurial burmanica Sharpe. The Burmese 
Sto rk- billed Kmgfish er. 

d ei i * 

.Siamese, unnysinu IViuj or unmmw—Nok kip-ten yai, 
or Nok karri kiiam. 

ffurntl (pait.), Blanford, Faun, Brit. India, Birds in 
(1895), p. 129: \\ illiamsoiK dourn, N. II. S. Siam, i, p. 45 (1914); 
(lairdner, ibid., p. J 50 ( 1915 )- 

Pt-fftn/tip/tUifitriaf fntrmartiva, Gyldenslolpe 1913, p, 54: Ktibhtsoil, 
ibis, 19L5, p. 7ol ; Gyklensfcolpe 19LG, p. 114, 

'Description. Length about 350 mm. ( 14 in.). Grown, nape 
ami sides of the head, including the cheeks and the ear-coverts greyish 
brown. Neck all round and lower parts, including wing-lining, brownish 
yellow of varying shades—the chin and throat usually paler and the 
breast darker ; upper back, scapulars, outer webs of quills, longer tail- 
coverts and tail dull greenish blue — the colour on the wing- and tail- 
feathers usually bluer ; primaries ( except the outer webs towards the 
base), inner webs of secondaries, and lower surface of tail brown ; back, 
rump, and shorter tail-cove its bright blue. 

Iris brown. Bill dark blood-red, paler below aucl dutky at tip. 
Edges of eyelids pinkish orange. Legs coral-red. Claws horn-colour. 

.Distrifmtwn. This race of the Stork-billed Kingfisher has been 
recorded from all the divisions of the count ry except Peninsular Siam, 
where it is apparently replaced by the allied form, P. gnrial (or 
capemis) nudaccensis^ which is slightly smaller and with some differ¬ 
ences in colouration, Robinson found birds from Roll Pen nan, off 
Random intermediate between the two races, but nearer to the Malay¬ 
an form* 

Habits, &c* This is the largest of our local Kingfishers and is 
a resident bird. It is not uncommon in the better-wooded parts of the 
suburbs, and, so far as I have observed, is always solitary. It has a 
loud cry, uttered while flying, of ka-a bt, ka-a ha > ka-a ka , repeated 
rather slowly several times, and with a rising inflection on the second 
syllable of the first note. 

80, Halcyon smyrnensis fusca ( Bodd.), The While - 
breasted Mingjisher. 

fftflrt/rtn (part.), lUiinlWd, Faun, Brit. India, Birds, iii 

(1895), [i. 132 ; Ogilvio-Grmit, Faso. Malay. Zeoh, iii (1905), 
p. 110 ; liohmson and Kjftss, Has. 1911, p. 84: Williamson, flourn. X. 
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II. 8* Siam, up* 45(1!) 14 )-; Robinson, Jonrn. F* M< S. Mus*, v\, 
pp. ami 145 (1915)* 

7 lit ft 'i/on #m/fr n t n s/s fuse a, G y 1 d e i\ stol p e 1913, p* 54: 1 1 oh m s r>n, 1 1ds , 
1015, p. 732 : G viileustolpe 10 HI, p. 116. 

■Zteserytfnm. Length about 267 mm* (10*5 in.). Chin, throat 
and middle of breast white, all the rest of the head, neck and lower 
plumage deep chestnut-brown ; scapulars and inter-scapulary tract, 
tertiaries, outer webs of secondaries above, anti upper surface of tail 
blue, usually with a greenish tinge in certain lights; lower back, rump 
and upper fail-coverts brighter blue; greater wing-coverts duller and 
darker blue ; median coverts black : lesser coverts chestnut: secondary 
fpiills black, except on the upper surface of the outer webs ; primaries 
blackish brown, with the basal portions above pale blue and a white 
patch on the inner webs* 

Iris brown. Bill dark sealing-wax red, sometimes dusky at the 
tip, the base and the edges of the mandibles* Eyelids dull pinkish 
brown. Legs and feet bright sealing-wax red behind, reddish brown 
in front. Claws dark horn-colour* 

Dutvihuiion. Has been recorded from all the divisions of the 
country, except the Western, but must occur there also. 

Habits t &e. In Bangkok I have only observed this bird from 
September to February, so it would appear to be a partial migrant, 
leaving this neighbourhood for some other part of the country for 
breeding purposes* According to Blau hud the Indian bird breeds 
from March to July, and it is probable that the Siamese one does so 
at the same time of the year* It is less often seen in Bangkok than 
!L pileata, the Black-capped Kingfisher, bub has very similar habits, 
and is usually to be observed perched on overhanging branches or 
other points of vantage on the banks of our tidal canals or ponds, but 
I believe its food consists chiefly of fresh-water Crustacea and other 
denizens of the mud-banks* 

81* Halcyon piieati (Bodd,)* The Black-capppd 
Kingfisher. 

Ihth-t/on pilfttUt. Ibanford, Faun. Brit, India* Birds, m (18fir>), p. 133: 
Gvldenstoljpe 1913, p* 55: Robinson, Ihis, 1915. p, 732: id* dnnm* 
F* M. S. Mus*, vii ( 19:7 ), p* 14ft. 

Hahiftm pilstdu.% Ogilvk-Granl, Fuse. Malay* Zonl.j iii ( 1905 ). 

p. 110 : Robinson and Kloss, lids, 1911* p* 34* 
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Description* Length aboiib 202 mm, (11.5 in. }. Crown, nape 
and sides of head black—a few white feathers below the eye ; a broad 
huffy white collar round the neck, followed by a blackish hand behind ; 
scapulars, back, rump, upper tail-coverts, upper surface of tall, outer 
webs of secondaries and fertiaries above, and greater primary coverts 
deep blue, brighter on the lower back' and rump; remaining wing- 
coverts black : primary quills black at the ends (the first primaries for 
half their length, the inner ones for less), with I he basal portion white 
on the inner web, pale blnish lilac on the outer web, opposite the white, 
and deep bine for a short distance beyond the lilac part ; secondary 
quills deep blue on outer web and a small portion of inner web near 
the shafr, the remainder of the inner web black* Chiu, throat and middle 
of breast white; sides of throat and breast and remainder of lower 
surface, with the wing-lining, ferruginous buff; tail black beneath. 

In young birds, and in many females, the breast-feat hers have 
dark edges, and there are a few small black spots on the sides of the throat. 

Iris dark brown. Bill deep sealing-wax red, dusky at base. 
Month sealing-wax red* begs dusky reel in front, bright sealing-wax 
red behind and on solos. Claws dark horn-colour. 

Distribution: So far recorded from all parts of the country 
except the Eastern and Western, but it must occur there also, as 
it is found both in French Indo-ehina (Oustalet) and in Burma* in¬ 
cluding Tenasserim. Blau ford (op. cit .. p , 13d ) remarks that this bird 
is seldom found inlandthough specimens have been obtained some 
distance up the rivers in Burma, fn Siam it has been procured by 
(iyldenstolpe several hundred miles from the sea, at Meh Beni, Prao, 
Northern Siam, and 1 have also a specimen from the same locality, 
obtained four years later* 

JlahUsi tfv* This bird, so far as my observations extend, occurs 
in Bangkok only front October to March, during which months if is 
quite common. It probably leaves Bangkok to breed, but there Is no 
information either in the Fauna of British India, or Hume's Nests and 
Eggs of Indian Birds (2nd* E lit ion) as to when this occuTs, while in 
the Catalogue of Birds 3 Eggs in the British Museun (VoL iil, p. 38), 
no dates are given for the two clutches recorded from Borneo and 
China, respectively. Bike other Kingfishers, this bird 1ms a straight. 
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nndeviating flight, during which it utters a loud, noisy ery of cheh> r 
nh$h t ch$% frit eh, cheh , 6heh* It lias another note, uttered while sit¬ 
ting—a lather melodious trill of Lr-r-r-r-r or c/er-r-r-r, 

82* Saurcpatis chloris (Bodd. )* The W hite-collared 
Kingfisher, 

Siamese, un muuiiq- — Nok kin-pio. 

>%iotputi* vhlar/#, lflan ford. Faun. Bril . India. Birds, iii (189 8^ \\ 135 

Halcyon humei't Ogiivie-Grant, Fa sc, Malay. Zook, iii (11)05), p. Ill, 

jla fey on arm&fowngi, Robinson and KIoss, Ibis, 1911. p. 84': Robinson 
Jonrn F- M S.'Mus., v, p. 145 (HU5), 

J/alcyonchfon^ Rohiiisoti* Ibis, 1915, [>■ 731 : id* Jourm F. M S. Mus., 
viij V- 140 (1917)* 

Halcyon eh fart a anhstratigL Gyldeiislolpe 1916, p. 117. 

O.serfiiion. Length about 241 mm. (9.5 in*). Crown* nape 
and sides of head to below the eye bluish green—the ear-coverts some¬ 
times black ; a white streak above the lores, extending back above the 
eye ; a broad white collar ; upper back and scapulars dull bluish green 
to greenish blue ; lower back, rump and upper tail-coverts bright 
blue; upper surface of tail and of outer webs of wing-feathers deep 
blue, sometimes with a slight greenish tinge ; quills, except on the 
outer webs, blackish, as is also the lower surface of the tail-feathers ; 
entire imder-surfaee of body, including the wing-lining, white, some¬ 
times faintly tinged with buff. 

Iris dark brown. Upper mandible, and tip and edge of lower, 
dark horn-colour; remainder of lower mandible pinkish white; legs 
and feet plumbeous to brownish plumbeous* Claws horn-colour* 

Bwtribuiion, This species occurs only in the coastal regions of 
the country, from Pataui in the South-west to the South-eastern lim¬ 
its of Siamese territory ^ as well as on the Western side of the Mala}’ 
Peninsula* 

As Robinson has shown, there is no justification for the attempts 
which have been made to divide up this species into various races. 
The specimens 1 have examined bear out his contention that the 
variations on which these races have been founded are individual and 
not local. 

HahiU ?, In Bangkok I have observed the White-collared 

Kingfisher from January to September, and it is exceedingly abundant 
from March to June, during which time it is very much in evidence, 
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both on account of its striking appearance and its incessant calling. 

Its notes appear to be of three different kinds, viz., (1) a loud scream¬ 
ing cry of ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, uttered while flying, (2) a regular cheep, 
cheeps cheep, cheep, usually uttered four times, but occasionally five, 
while seated, and (3) a soft, confidential note of fo'td-hnd, also when 
seated, which last appears to be of an amative nature, as T have only 
noticed it when a pair are together, undisturbed. 

It breeds here regularly from February to June, or possibly a 
little later, and lays four white eggs, either in a tree-anFs nest, or in a 
hole in a tree. 

Family UPUP1DA E— Hoopoes. 

83. Upupa epops longirostris Jordon. The Burmese 
Hoopoe . 

A-- 

Siamese, unmruviQUQ'iU—Nok karar.g hua khwan. 

IJptipn indtCtt, Blau lord, Faun, Brit, Tnd., Birds, iii ( 1895 ), p, liil ; 
Ogilvle-Grant., Fase. Malay. XooL, iii (1305), p. 108 t Robinson and 
Kloas, Ibis, 1311, p, 35; Ilobiuson, Jmirn. F, M* S. Mns., v\ p, 145 
(1915); Gauthier, Jomn, X. II. $♦ Siam, i, p. 150 (1315): William¬ 
son, ibid*, p. 198 (1915), 

Upupa epnps itirticuy Uyldenstolpe 1913, p. 50, 

Upupa epopit hwftimtri#, Gyldeustolpe 1916, p. 111. 

Description. Length of males up to 330 mm. (13 in.). Orest 
pale rufous, all the feathers with black tips : sides of head, chin, neck 
all round, breast and upper portion of abdomen varying from ashy 
rufous to pa)© rufous with a vinous tinge—the hind neck being 
generally darker and more rufous than the ether parts ; bend of wing 
(in adults) pale rufous ; upper back light brown (sometimes with ashy 
tinge), then a black band, followed by a buffy white one, this in turn 
succeeded by a broad brownish black band with imperfect whitish or 
bufiy bars; rump wkite; upper tai 1 -coverts white at baae, b 1 ack at ends; 
tail black with a white bar across it halfway down; primary and 
secondary (pulls black, the first primary generally, but not always, 
with a white spot on the inner web, the other primaries with a white 
band across them, imperfect on the innermost three or four, and the 
secondaries with white bases and four white bands ; tertiaries dark 
brown, edged with buffy white and with an oblique band of tlie same > 
colour on the inner web. Lower portion of abdomen and under tail- 
coverts white. 
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Iris reddish brown to dark brown. Bill dark brown, pale to 
pinkish horn-colour at gape and at base of lower mandible. .Mouth 
pinkish flesh. Legs purplish brown to plumbeous, soles greyish white. 
Claws dark horn-colour. 

Distribution • Recorded, by the authors quoted in the synonymy, 
from all parts of the country except the Central and South-eastern 
divisions where, however, 1 have obtained it. 

In Bangkok this is a rare bird and 1 believe only seen in the 
cold seasoh. The first of my two Bangkok specimens was caught 
in the room of a house on the west bank of the river on the 26th 
January 1915, while the second was shot in the neighbourhood of 
Sabhorti Road on the l(3th January 1917. Both are fully adult birds. 
As a rule they are found here singly, but 1 once saw' a pair on Race¬ 
course Road, and another pair was observed some years ago by Dr. 
Malcolm Smith in a compound in Suriwongse Road. 

The Burmese race of the Hoopoe (to which also the Siamese 
bird belongs) has been separated from the Indian form mainly on 
account of its larger size, including the bill which, in typical male 
specimens, measures (JG mm. (2.0 in.) in length, or more. A male 
in my collection from Rayong, South-eastern Siam, has a wing of 155 
mm. ((3.1 in.) and a bill of (35 mm., while another male, from Nong- 
kae, South-western Siam, has a bill of (38 mm., but with a compar¬ 
atively short wing of 140 mm. 

Habits, etc. Hoopoes are generally found in fairly open wooded 
country, such as mixed scrub and bamboo, though 1 have observed 
them in heavy evergreen forest at Nong Khor, near Sriraeha, in South¬ 
eastern Siam. They feed on the ground on insects, and are said by 
Blau ford to extract grubs with their long bills from some distance 
beneath the surface. .1 have found them very common in some parts 
of the country, such as in the coastal region of the South-west. 


(To be roitfinu&d.) 
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